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PSY C H O L O G Y  A B STRACTS 399 
learning factor as much as possible and sti l l  have a measure. The 
male was first placed in a box with a mtmber of females at the 
outlet o f  the maze.  He was then removed and placed at  the center 
of the maze and allowed to return to the box containing the 
females. His speed
. 
and accuracy in running the maze under these 
conditions were compared with the records of other rats that ran 
the same maze for food, and the records were taken as an index o f  
the comparative strength of the hunger and sexual desires. 
Conclusions : 1 .  The mani festation o f  sexual behavior can be 
successfully suppressed.  
2.  The suppression, once established, i s  not permanent, and 
is less effective i f the animals are placed in  di fferent surroundings 
from those in which the experiment was conducted . 
3. The variability among the males tested i ndicated that the 
m ethod used was not sufficiently refined to measure the strength 
o f  the sexual impulse. 
4. The sexua l impulse does not display anything like the con­
stancy of the hunger impulse, and it i s  much more difficult to 
control .  
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SOUND LOCALIZATI O N : A CO M PARI S O N  OF 
METHODS 
C. A.  RucKM ICK 
(ABSTRA CT) 
\Vhile there ha s been much experimental investigation o f  the 
factors i nvolved in sound local ization, few studies have actually 
tested out the methods u sed for obtaining the results. The chief 
concern i n  recent years has been about the physical  criteria which 
determine localization, but lately also the subj ective conditions 
under which observations have taken place have been d iscussed 
and investigated. So theoretically, at  least, we are again re­
minded of the truism that results depend upon the methods u sed 
as well  as upon the more obv ious environmental influences. Facts 
are o ften functions o f  procedures. 
In general two methods have been followed in localizing sounds 
under laboratory conditions : 
( 1 )  The observer is given a small diagram showing arbitrary 
divisions of the circum ference of a horizontal circle of which he 
i s  the center usually in  intervals of from ten to fi fteen degrees. 
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\Vhere there i s  to be localization in several planes other imaginary 
circles are added always with their center at the midpoint between 
the two ears of the observer. Immediately in f ront and on the 
level of the ears is the point of origin ( 0 ° ) and the degrees in­
crease unti l  the point immediately behind the .observer is  reached 
( 1 80 ° ) .  R and L are used to designate the right and le ft hemis­
pheres respectively. These conventions are then memorized and 
the report i s  made verbally in  terms o f  the imaged geometrical 
figures and tbe angular positions i n  degrees of  the supposed source 
of sound. This i s  the more frequently used method. It  affords 
the experimenter a readily recordable report . vVe shall designate 
this  as the visual method. ( 2 )  The pointi1zg method requires the 
observer to point with the finger or with a short rod in the 
d irection f rom which the sound is heard . The experimenter then 
attempts to translate this gesture into degrees of rotation in  one 
or more planes usually by means o f  a circular diagram described 
on the floor or elsewhere. Care has to be exercised in making 
this  translation exactly and immediately, and al so in preventing 
the observer from corning in contact with the actual source .  In 
f act these difficn lties seem to have militated against the method to 
such an extent that i t  has not been very o ften used.  
\Ve attempted to use both o f  these methods under the same 
crit ical  conditions and to evaluate them in terms o f  the results 
obtained . Three observers were used to give the results under 
both these methods with the outcome that the visual method 
proved to be inferior to the pointing method both i n  the average 
total displacement and in  the percentage of correct j udgments .  
Introspecti ons reveal that occasionally the  pointing method was  
translated into v isual  terms and all  three observers believed the 
v isual method to be the more accurate method of the two. There 
was a constant feeling of doubt in connection with pointing. 
It is significant to note that the pointing method offers a means 
of checking ·which is lacking in the method of v isualizaton . A fter 
the main series of experiments had been completed the observer 
was asked to point to a certain position, given i n  degrees, and the 
amount o f  error determined in  each case. Our results indicate 
that in general more attention should be paid to the method o f  
pointing even though it i s  more difficult to record and i n  some 
cases translatable into visual terms . 
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